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				Mos Eisley was the most wretched settlement in the uni-verse, where only the extreme, disreputable types of crea-tures hung out. It was where Luke and Kenobi visited in search of a starship pilot who would ferry them to Alderaan, with no questions asked!

					The town’s strange assortment of beings strolled the streets, hawking what was mostly contraband wares, or looking for good deals. Others gathered in the shadows to plot smuggling runs, and other such business, behind the backs of Imperial storm troopers.

					Nowhere in town was there a greater concentration of weird specimens from throughout the galaxies than at the sleazy can-tina. The humans who hung out there were motley enough, but 
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				they were the minority, being surrounded by a nightmare of creatures—some with only one eye and others with thousands, some with scales and others with fur, and others with ripply skin that changed consistency as their feelings changed. Tenta-cles and claws and paws clutched a variety of drinking utensils. These oversized bugs and incredible reptile-like beings drank, ate and smoked from strange instruments, and “talked” in every conceivable kind of space gibberish. Off in a corner some giant outer space jitterbugs constituted a jazz band providing music by which to do whatever space creatures do in such places!

					Judging from the looks and actions of this space menagerie, Luke, Kenobi, Han Solo (the pilot of the Millennium Falcon), and Chewbacca were the only good guys in the place.

				Stranger Than Make-Believe

				Strange as these Star Wars creatures were, in the real world there are stranger ones still. The world might not have insectoids and reptilians and the nightmare versions of Sesame Street monsters, but a quick scan through an illustrated encyclopedia will reveal all sorts of odd animals, insects and plants. Then consider the kinds of beasts that used to roam the planet earth-the dinosaurs and the giant insects!

					But there is yet another, even stranger dimension of beings in the real world: one, interestingly, alluded to in Star Wars—the spirit world.

					In an earlier chapter, we discussed the person of God, and in another, Satan. We know from the Bible that both are surround-ed by spirit beings. Angels are of God’s realm and demons are the evil spirits that follow Satan.

					Satan continues to lead the great rebellion that is shaking the universe, involving both the world we live in and the spirit world around us. All creation—God’s angelic realm, Satan and his demons, and, yes, even we humans—are the combatants in this eerie but real battle for men’s souls.

				The Unseen Dimension

				Are angels and demons real? Do they have any influence on our everyday lives? You had better believe they do! If we had 
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				the ability to see into this other dimension of the spirit world we would be astounded at the overwhelming number of spirit beings surrounding us! They can see us, but we, of course, can’t see them.

					The word “angel” comes from the Greek word angelos, and means “a messenger of God.” The word can mean both a spiri-tual messenger or a mortal one, depending on the context.

					Sometimes angels are called “sons of God” (Job 38:7) and “holy ones” (Job 5:1; Psalms 89:5, 7; Daniel 8:13). Angels were created as perfect beings. However, as we noted earlier, they have free wills, which means they can be tempted into sin. Con-sequently, angels can be good angels, possibly good, or fallen; the name itself doesn’t necessarily mean good (Job 4:18; Mat-thew 25:41; 2 Peter 2:4; Revelation 12:9).

					You have probably heard about “guardian angels.” Well, God does use angels to relate to mortals. He sends them to us with specific commands and greetings and help in time of need (1 Kings 19:5-7). He sends them on missions to provide military assistance (2 Kings 19:35), and in some cases to engage in ac-tive combat (2 Samuel 24:16). Angels, then, can be very warlike (Genesis 32:1; Joshua 5:13-15), and have been known to smite and kill evildoers at God’s command (1 Kings 22:19-22; 2 Kings 6:17).

				Gabriel and Michael

				While angels have personalities only two of them are mentioned by proper names in the Bible: Gabriel and Michael. Gabriel is the spokesman of God who explained the meaning of prophet-ic visions to the prophet Daniel (Daniel 8:16; 9:21; Luke 1:19, 26). Michael is the guardian angel of the nation of Israel, and is called the “archangel,” which means “chief angel” (Daniel 10:13, 21, 12:1; Jude 9; Revelation 12:7).

					Scripture suggests that there are various orders of spirit be-ings in God’s presence. The prophet Isaiah mentions celestial creatures called seraphim and cherubim. These are multi-winged spirit beings whose responsibility it is to lead the angelic hosts in worship and praise of God (Isaiah 6:1-3; Ezekiel 10:14).
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					The cherubim each have four faces—those of a man, a lion, an ox, and an eagle—and four wings. Seraphim have six wings each. In the book of Revelation, we are told about four living creatures who surround the throne of God. They closely resem-ble the cherubim of Isaiah, yet have an additional characteristic mentioned: they are full of eyes in front and behind. Judging from the appearance of these beings, they would fit in very com-fortably with the crowd at the cantina in Star Wars!

					These strange-looking beings suggest the praise and ado-ration given to God by His entire creation, and they represent angelic beings who are used by God in executing His rule and divine will throughout the universe. Twenty-four elders, another order of angelic being, share in this responsibility.

				Devils, Demons and Evil Spirits

				The multitude of angels that were persuaded to follow Lucifer in his rebellion against God are found with new names throughout Scripture: demons, devils and evil spirits.

					These evil spirit beings, which are hostile to God and men, are mentioned throughout the Bible, especially in the New Tes-tament. Beelzebub, another name for Satan, is their “prince” (Mark 3:22).

					Demon possession is not mentioned in the Old Testament. It is cited only once in the book of Acts and not referred to at all in any of the epistles of the New Testament (Luke 11:14; Mark 9:17; Luke 8:27). This seems to indicate that demon possession was present predominantly during the early ministry of Jesus Christ. But, at the end of the age, according to Scripture, demons will be very active, carrying out the evil plot of Satan against Christ and men (Revelation 16:13-14).

					People have become so fascinated with demons that Holly-wood has had windfall profits from such demon-oriented motion pictures as Rosemary’s Baby, The Exorcist and The Omen.

					These demons possess strong evil powers that can be over-come only by forces mightier than human. Jesus Christ, exercis-ing the power of God, was able to cast out demons when they possessed individuals (Matthew 12:28). He gave His disciples 
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				the same power and authority over all demons and to cure dis-eases (Luke 9:1; 10:17). Others received this same power and authority, and today many people claim to be able to cast out demons through the power of the Spirit of God (Mark 9:38).

				Battle Lines are Drawn

				So there is the roster of combatants in this religious war to end all religious wars. And it is accelerating swiftly toward its cer-tain climax at the end of the age. It’s Satan and his evil spirits against God and His heavenly host and man. Satan has already embarked upon an all-out battle to disrupt God’s plans for the future. While Satan certainly knows he has lost the war, he re-alizes that he and his demons can continue to work out their contempt for God by leading men away from Jesus Christ and into eternal hopelessness.

				* * * * *
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